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"\ From the Principal

Dear Fav:nts and Guardians,

It is hard to believe that it is already January and that a new year is upon
us. We have lots to do in the 2010 part of the school year.

The School Improvement Plan is in final draft and will be forwarded to the
Oregon Department of Education mid January after a peer review by
Portland Public Schools. Your site council has read the first draft and will
be discussing the ramifications this month. We will begin looking at what
the next year's steps will be, too. Classroom teachers and support staff
are looking at some new ways of doing the business of school to help us
prep and plan well for your children’s academic growth.

The main thrust of the new School Improvement Plan is to list school
improvement goals and describe the strategies that will help us meet
those goals. In addition, the plan will state the progress made toward the
achievement of the goals. School strengths and weaknesses will be
described. Action plans for the school will be developed and
responsibilities will be determined.

We are currently looking at ideas designed to help students reach passing
test scores to meet AYP. Bridger is using four or five different
strategies to help students, including Corrective Reading. Two staff
members have added hours to their schedules in order to provide more
time to work with students at risk. We will be receiving grant funds which
will be spent mostly on staffing and staff training to provide assistance to
students.

The strategy that staff will be working on this month is called “activating”.
Activating is defined as the practice of thinking about and using prior
knowledge to make connections while reading. Prior knowledge is what
you already know about something before you start reading more about
it. Research suggests that recalling what is already known about a
subject and connecting it to “what is being read greatly increases the
likelihood that readers will understand and remember what they read.”
This strateqy may seem obvious, but sometimes we have to teach these
strategies to make sure that they are getting used! Classroom teachers
will continue to use Reader’s workshop as another tool to encourage
students to read.

Students in grades 3™ through 8" grade will begin the first round of
OAKS assessments next week in both math and reading. Kindergarten
through 2" grade will be starting their reading assessments in mid
February. We know that children assess better if they are getting enough
sleep, so parents that is your job for the next few months. Make sure that
students are sleeping! We will be providing break time and snacks during
OAKS assessments to help students put their best foot forward during
this important assessment time. (cont.)

(From the Principal continued...)

With your help and understanding, we plan to be able to help our English
Language Learners meet the Oregon Department of Education AYP
standard for 2003-2010. If you have questions or concerns, please do
not hesitate to call Bridger's Main Dffice at 503-316-6336 or drop me an
email at tdaily@pps.kI2.or.us.

Tina Daily, Principal

SALSA and SUNDAES!!
# /' Tuesday January 1
oV ' 6:00}-,7J:30PMy i @

AN Bridger Cafeteria--
FREE!!
Bring the family to learn basic salsa

steps and dance away the winter blues!
Afterwards, enjoy an ice cream sundae!

CHOOSE YOUR SCHOOL -
2010 TRANSFER CYCLE STARTS SOON

Families in the Portland Public School District will soon begin
the process of choosing a school for their students in 2010-
2011. Families may enroll their students at their
neighborhood school or request a transfer to another school.
Transfers are accomplished by completing a School Choice
application by the transfer deadline. Transfers are determined
by a centralized lottery process. Space is limited. The process
for High School students begins January 22" and ends
February 26th. Bridger 8" graders follow the High School
timeline. The process for Elementary and Middle School
students begins January 29" and ends March 12th. Visit the
PPS School Choice website for more information:
http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools-c/make_a_choice.php.

Bridger’s Spanish Immersion Program

For information on Bridger’s Spanish Immersion Program,
please visit www.bridgerschool.info. Spanish Immersion
Information Nights are February 18" and March 17" at 6:00
p.m. Applicants to Spanish Immersion are required to attend
one of these two meetings. Applicants must also complete the
Portland Public Schools School Choice application by March
12 at 5:00 p.m. Tours of the program are available by calling
the Bridger Main Office at 503-916-6336.



mailto:tdaily@pps.k12.or.us
http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools-c/make_a_choice.php
http://www.bridgerschool.info/

Kindergarten Boundup

Let your friends and neighbors know, Bridger

School’s Kindergarten Roundup is Thursday, Feb.

11, at 6:00 p.m. in the Library. If your child will

be 5 years old by Sept. 1, 2010, he or she is
ready for Kindergarten next fall.

5‘% ) Find out about Bridger’s Neighborhood

~ Kindergarten program by attending this special
meeting. Visit the classroom and meet the teachers.
Registration papers and early childhood education information
will be available.

Information from Portland Public
Schools on Measures 66 and 67

In the January 26 election, voters will decide two measures
that could impact Portland Public Schools’ budget.
THE MEASURES
Measure 66 increases state income taxes on Oregonians
making more than $125,000 in taxable income, or couples
making more than $250,000. Raises $472 million. Measure 67
increases the state minimum tax for corporations from $10,
and raises taxes on larger or profitable corporations. Raises
$255 million. Together, the two taxes raise $726 million for
the state over two years.
YOUR VOTE

YES votes would support tax increases passed by the
Legislature and maintain current funding for schools and other
services. NO votes would eliminate the tax increases and
require the Legislature to rebalance the 2009-11 budget with
$726 million less.

PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS IMPACT
Most of the PPS budget comes from the state. If the state were
to cut $726 million from the budget, that could mean roughly
$23 million less for Portland Public Schools (about $15
million from Measure 66 and $8 million from Measure 67).
That $23 million is the equivalent of 18 days of school for
students, or 270 teaching positions. For more information,
read t he VowweoaregohvotéSorg. de at
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Happy New Year! 2010 has the making of the best year yet!

Thank you so much to all of the students who worked so hard to
make our Winter Concert a success, and thank you to all of the
parents and families who came out to support us with a very large
and appreciative audience.

With the new year come new challenges and | am confident that
our school community is up to the task. Next up for the arts
programs at Bridger is our Martin Luther King Day assembly, and
our sixth grade has been working very hard to compile the script.
The assembly will be held on Friday, January 15" in the afternoon.

Our drama production, “The Pied Piper” is also well underway,
and our cast members are hard at work memorizing their lines and
working on their characters. We have also just invited the third
grade students to join our cast as extras and are anxious to work
with them.

I am finally ready to begin organizing our school recorder
ensemble. Watch my bulletin board for the try-out notice in the
next week or two. We have some very good players and | know
that this ensemble will develop into a wonderful group.

Erica Lindgren

Music Specialist

Late Opening

Wednesday, Jan. 20
(First bell 10:40 a.m. Tardy bell 10:45 a.m.
Breakfast/snack at 10:20 a.m.)

Bridger Schog]
a Student Counci -

December was a busy month for our Council. Most
notably we had several students volunteer to ring a bell for the
Salvation Army with our Americorps volunteer, Kat! Thank you
to Hannah, Grayson and Daniel for braving the cold weather and
bringing some holiday cheer to the shoppers at Pioneer Square.

Our Council also decided to sponsor a gift from the
giving tree from the funds they have been raising at movie nights,
and | am very proud of their spirit of generosity.

Make sure to mark January 22 on your calendar as our
next school spirit day ... TWINS DAY! Find your match and
dress alike to show your school spirit and pride.

Erica Lindgren

Primary Advisor

Late Opening Soccer Game!

Every Late Opening Wednesday, there will be a
pick-up Soccer Game on the field starting at 9:00
a.m. The game is sponsored by Playworks and
supervised by Coach Jay. The game is open to all
middle school students.

Bridger SchOOl
Student Coungj

TWINS DAY!
Friday, January 22"




Upper Grades Social Committee (UGS)

UGS (Upper Grade Socials) are a time for 6th, 7th, and 8th graders
to get together and party after school. The 6th graders did a great job
planning and decorating the December UGS. There was loud music,
lots of lights, video games, and plenty of food. We're really looking
forward to seeing what they come up with for January. If you are in
the upper grades, bring a signed permission slip and admission to
join in the festivities on January 21 from 3-4:30pm. Games are free
and food ranges from $0.50 - $0.75.

....Mrs. Fugere

TAG Corner

If your child was nominated by you or their
teacher for TAG this year, the testing is this
month. The academic tests will be held on
January 21 and 22 during the school day.
First, the results of the testing will be sent to
Bridger, then a letter will be sent home from
the TAG Office. Letters should arrive by the end of February.

Winter Saturday Academy classes are enrolling now. The
flyers are posted on the TAG board. Saturday Academy
classes are for ALL students.

Walking to Reading

Are you walking to small group Reading class? New reading
groups started January 6". Students in 1% through 6™ grade
have been grouped to focus on specific reading skills. All
students have their teacher for whole class reading instruction.
Some students have their teacher as their small group reading
teacher, while others are ‘Walking to Reading’. Ask your 1°-
6" grader if they are Walking to Reading!

Reading Corner

January Tip: Besides the good advice of "read,
read, read!" I'd like to add the following: Be a
word collector! Help your child tune in to
interesting words by talking about new words
you have found in your personal reading or that
you find together in your family reading. Create a
"word collector" to hang on the fridge or another frequently
visited area in your house. Add to it when you find interesting
words.
Your Friendly Reading Specialist
Michelle Schardt

123 Auction UPDATE!

On December 17th, 2009, together we raised $5896
that will be used for Student Appreciation and
Encouragement, Social and Educational Events and
School Environment all with the purpose of growing
Great Kids!

(Want to know more? Please join us each month
to find out what the Parent and Teacher Association PTA
is working on.)

And we kn  ow that we could not have
exceeded our goal wi
159 generous donations,
Strong Teacher Support ,
32 auction volunteers, and
over 300 shoppers made up of Bridger
Faculty, Students, Parents, Grand Parents,
Family Friends and our Community Business
Partne rs.

Over the next two weeks the Auction Committee will
be working on making sure that auction winners for
special events are connected with their hosts and
that donors, volunteers, faculty and community
partners are thanked for their support.

If you have any questions feel free to email the Auction
Committee at bridgerpta.gmail.com

Sincerely, thank you for your part in making this event a
success!
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NO SCHOOL!

Monday, Jan. 18

(Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday)
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Bring Mom and Dad to
Game Night Jan . 27

What games do you and your dad like to play? Monopoly,
Sorry, Dominoes, Mah Jong, Battleship? Or do your prefer
cards — Uno, Speed, Go Fish? Maybe you shoot hoops
together. Come back to Bridger School on Wednesday,
January 27" at 6:00 p.m. and A
meet other cool parents for a

night of math games, board ‘ ‘
games and more. Show off your
parent and have fun doing it!
Students must be accompanied
by a parent or legal guardian
for this event.
Refreshments will be
sold by Student
Council.




SmartTrips to School

Brought to you by Safe Routes to School, the Smart Trips
program offers free transportation resources for families of
2nd and 5™ grade students. In mid-January these families will
receive an order form in the mail full of maps, activity books,
and safety information about walking, biking, public transit,
and carpool. Families can choose to receive the information
they want and students get to pick out a free gift just for
ordering! In addition, for every order placed by a family, Safe
Routes will give $5 to the school to use as needed. Orders are
guaranteed if placed by May 2, 2010, and will be delivered by
bicycle right to your door. Don’t miss out on their great
opportunity! For more information about Safe Routes to
School check out the website www.SafeRoutesPortland.org.

Bike Fiest Comp Bedisteation!

For the past three years, Bike First and Lose the Training
Wheels have collaborated to offer clinics for students with
disabilities. The Bike First Camps help children with
disabilities or special needs gain stability to master the skills
needed to balance and steer a two-wheeled bicycle, allowing
them to play with their siblings and peers with new
confidence. If you know a child who could benefit from a
bike clinic please encourage their parents to register at Bike
First’s website, http://bikefirst.googlepages.com/. Safer
Routes to School offers full sponsorship for students who
participate. For more information, please contact Carolina at
503-823-1189.

Dates to Remember in January:

1 Jan. 12 0 Salsa Dancing and Ice Cream
Social, 6 -7:30 p.m.

1 Jan. 16 0 PTA Care Day

1 Jan. 18 & Martin Luther King Jr. Day d NO
SCHOOL

1 Jan. 20 8 LATE OPENING, School starts at
10:45 a.m.

1 Jan. 21 0 Mid -Level Social, 3:15 p.m.

1 Jan.22 6 SpiritDay A TWI NS0

1 Jan. 26 0 Site Council meeting, 3:15 p.m.

1 Jan. 27 8 PTA Games Night , 6:00 p.m.

Portland Public Schools recognizes the diversity and worth of all
individuals and groups and their roles in society. It is the policy of

the Portland Public School Board that there will be no
discrimination or harassment of individuals or groups on the
grounds of age, color, creed, disability, marital status, national
origin, race, religion, sex or sexual orientation in any educational
programs, activities or employ ment.

District Title VI & Title IX Contact: Carolyn M. Leonard,
Compliance (503 -916-3183)
District 504 Contact: Carolyn M. Leonard, Compliance (503  -916-
3183)
American Disabilities Act Contact: Maureen Sloane, HR Legal
Counsel (503 -916-3025)

Portland Public Schools
501 North Dixon Street
Portland, Oregon, 97227 -1807 - USA
503-916-2000
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